Class Expectations

Algebra & Geometry Review
Mrs. Giaquinta
Welcome!  I hope you are as excited to begin your journey through Algebra & Geometry Review as I am to guide you.  In order to have a successful year in this class, I have provided this sheet, which explicitly outlines my expectations and policies for Algebra & Geometry Review.
I.  How the class will be taught:

This course emphasizes the functions of Algebra and Geometry based on the individual needs of the students.  The primary objective of this course is to teach mathematics as a method of reasoning and problem solving.  To accomplish this, underlying concepts and understandings are stressed while making real life applications.

This course will be taught by teacher presentations, group work, and student presentations.  Each day will begin with a review of the homework either in groups or as a whole class.  You will compare answers, discuss problems of difficulty, and make corrections.  Once homework has been checked and discussed, we will investigate new topics and problems.
II. How to be a successful learner:

A. Come to class prepared- You will need a three ring binder, a notebook with pockets, or a notebook and separate folder with pockets for handouts.  You will also need a calculator each day.  Bring these items along with writing implements and your completed homework to class with you every day.

B. Take notes- It is important to keep an organized notebook with all notes, handouts, homework, quizzes and tests as it will be your main tool to study from for the midterm and final.  With all papers in one organized place, it will make completing your homework and studying for tests and quizzes easier.

C. Participate-  Not only does class participation mean answering questions in class, but also being an active member in group work, participating in discussions, asking questions, helping others with homework problems, putting homework solutions up on the board, coming to class prepared, being on task, and being in class and on time.  
D. Work hard- In order to be successful in this class you must put forth the effort.  Plan ahead, do your homework and study for tests and quizzes ahead of time instead of at the last moment.  Spread out your studying for tests and quizzes and begin several days before the test date.  If you did not get a homework question answered, it is your responsibility to ask for help.

E. Get extra help- Get extra help as soon as you need it and don’t let yourself fall behind.  In math, one topic builds on another so make sure you seek extra help as soon as you find yourself lost or confused.  I am available after school, Monday through Thursday for extra help. 
III. Classroom rules:

A. Respect- Respect yourself, the teacher, and others in the classroom. Listen when someone else is talking and remember that everyone makes mistakes (even me!).

B. Absence policy- Be sure to keep up with all missed material.  If you are absent the day of a quiz or test, and that absence is excused, you will make it up the day you return.  You should be prepared to take a scheduled quiz or test if you were absent the day before.  It is your responsibility to find out what you missed when you are absent, getting class notes for that day, and making up all work.  
C. Class Cut policy- An unexcused absence is unacceptable.  Any work that you missed, including tests and quizzes cannot be made up and you will receive zeros on those assessments.  This means that an unexcused absence on the day of a test will result in a 0% for that test grade.  DO NOT CUT CLASS!
D. Tardy policy- If you are late, enter the class quietly and without disrupting others in the class.  Your class participation will be lowered for each unexcused tardy.  An unexcused tardy of 10 minutes or more counts as a class cut.  Excessive tardiness is not acceptable.  Again, your participation grade will suffer.  DO NOT BE LATE!

E. Homework policy- Homework is imperative to learning concepts fully.  In order to be successful in math, you must practice all concepts and be prepared to discuss your homework in class.  In order to receive full credit for your homework, you must try every problem, show ALL of your work, and if you do not understand a problem you must write what it is that confuses you.  Late work will not be accepted unless there are extenuating circumstances.  Homework will be checked every day and collected sporadically.  Put time into your homework and don’t save it for the last minute!
F. Quizzes and Tests- Your quizzes and tests will always be scheduled so there is no excuse for being unprepared.   For every unit we study, you will have a CO-Check (core objective check) that will count for a large portion of your test grade for that unit. You may retake it as many times as needed (up until the day of the test) to “pass” it, by getting 85% of the material correct.  Once you have passed it, you will receive the full amount of points for it. This will ensure that you are ready for unit tests, which cannot be retaken.  Material builds on itself so you don’t want anything to slide that you don’t understand.  Always make sure you review and study! 
G. Bathroom policy- If you need to go to the bathroom, or anywhere else, ask first. You cannot leave the room without a pass. Use good judgment when deciding if it is an appropriate time to leave the room.
H. All school rules apply- Refer to The Student Handbook.  Along with the school policies for cheating, copying a homework assignment for this class will result in a zero for that assignment. 
IV. How grades are determined:
Your grades are based on a point system. The points you earn throughout a quarter will be divided by the total possible points for that quarter.

Class Participation- 50 points

Homework- 4 points per assignment

Tests, Quizzes, Mini- Quizzes, CO-Checks & Projects- points vary based on the size of the assignment

V. How to find me for additional help or information:

I am available after school Monday- Thursday in our classroom, room A221. Check with me during class before coming after school to make sure I’m in the room since we do have meetings after school at times.  You can email me with any questions at sarahgiaquinta@danvers.org or leave me a message at the school at 978-777-8925 x2544.
VI. Class Website:
http://giaquinta.weebly.com
Visit this website for important handouts, announcements and information!
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