Geometry
Course Expectations and Policies

Mrs. Giaquinta, Room A221, sarahgiaquinta@danvers.org

Class Website: http://giaquinta.weebly.com

Textbook Website: www.pearsonsuccessnet.com

Welcome to Geometry! With your effort and enthusiasm, this course can be not only informative and enlightening, but also fun and rewarding. This sheet will provide you with a broad outline of goals for the course, the academic expectations that will guide our completion of those goals, as well as a detailed description of procedures and policies.

1) Course Description: This course emphasizes the use of theorems, postulates and definitions and their application to original problems while integrating solid geometry with plane geometry with plane geometry. The primary objective of this course is to teach math as a method of reasoning and problem solving. To accomplish this, underlying concepts and understandings are stressed while making real life applications. The unit topics include basic geometric terms and notation, congruence, parallelism, transformations, circles, area and perimeter, similarity, right triangles, 3-D figures, and quadrilaterals.
	2)  Assessments: There will be a chapter test at the end of each chapter to assess how well you’ve learned the material as well as many mini quizzes throughout. You cannot retake mini quizzes or tests.  Also, at the end of each quarter, there may be a unit project which ties together the ideas of the topics in that quarter.

There will also be a midterm and final exam in this class.


3)  Grades:  All grading will be done on a point system. All assignments- homework, quizzes, tests, projects, etc.- will be a assigned a point total based on the length and degree of difficulty of the assignment. A general breakdown of this system is as follows:
Homework: 4 points each
Mini Quizzes: l0-20 points each
CO-Checks (core objective): 40-50 points each
Tests: 80-100 points each
Projects: 40-80 points each

MCAS Packets: 10-30 points each
Class Participation: 50 points*

*Class participation will be worth 50 points per quarter. Points will be awarded for preparedness,

attentiveness, and participation in class discussion and effort. Please see the Class Participation rubric for more details.


Total points earned will be divided by the maximum possible points to determine a percentage grade for the term. This percentage grade will be used for final evaluation.
4) Core Objective Checks:  For each chapter, you will be required to master a Core Objective (CO’s).  These are the most important concepts and skills in each particular chapter.  The CO-Check is a quiz on those concepts and skills.  You must get a grade of 85%  on the CO-Check to pass it.  You may take the CO-Check as many times as you need, without penalty, in order to pass.  The CO-Check will be given once during class time.  For subsequent attempts, you will need to schedule a time out of class (study hall, learning center or before/after school).  You must finish your attempts to pass the CO-Check before the scheduled topic test day in order to receive the allotted points.

5) How the CO-Check affects your Grade:  If you DO pass the CO-Check for a chapter, 50 points (or half the amount of points the test is worth) will be added to your chapter test grade (to make it out of a total of 150). If you do NOT pass the CO-Check for a chapter, you will not receive the 50 extra points and your chapter test will still be out of 150 points.  What does this mean?  If you pass the CO-Check, your test grade will go up and if you do not pass the CO-Check, your chapter test grade will decrease. (Ex: You got an 85% on the chapter test. If you passed, your test grade will be 135/150, or 90%. If you did not pass, your test grade will be 85/150, or 57%).

6) Homework:  There will be homework assigned nightly – including weekends. Late homework is not accepted as we will be going over it in class the day after it is assigned.  

7) Make-Up Work It is your responsibility to make up missed assignments.  You have as many days to make up the work as you have been “excused”.   Daily assignments that are handed in later than allowed will receive a zero.

I will not pursue you about your missed work due to an excused absence. You can check with your fellow students and get any notes or explanations from a classmate.  Please get at least two phone numbers and/or email addresses from classmates so you will be able to get information.  

8) Tardies - Simply put: You are expected to be on time! You are considered tardy if you are not in your seat with materials ready at the start of class.  Anyone entering class after the class has begun is late.  Tardiness will impact your participation grade.   
9) Departures From Class – You must ask first and it should be at an appropriate time (ex: when you have finished your classwork).  If you ask to leave class frequently, it will affect your participation grade.
10) Class Cut: Unexcused absences are unacceptable.  A student will not be allowed to make up any homework, presentation, quiz or exam missed on the day of the absence.  The student can expect a zero for any work expected or assigned that day.
11) You are expected to follow all rules in the Student Handbook, as well as my classroom rules.  

Extra Help:  Students are always welcome to come to 221 for extra help. I encourage students to visit me well before tests and quizzes, as to avoid any problems before it is too late. I am available Monday-Thursday, from 2:00 to 2:40. Please check on my availability during class, however, as I occasionally have faculty or department meetings after school. You can also email me with any questions, but keep in mind I don’t always check my email at night. If you would prefer, you can leave a message with me at the school, 978-777-8925 x2544.
12) Required Materials -  Please bring the following to class every day:

· Completed Homework

· A binder or folder to keep handouts in (there are a lot and I do hole punch everything!)
· Filler Paper to take notes

· Calculator – either scientific or graphing (must have SIN, COS and TAN buttons) 

· Please note that you CANNOT use your cell phone for a calculator because cell phones are not allowed in the classroom!
· Pencils or Pens

Welcome to Geometry.  I look forward to having a rewarding and productive year with you.  Please share these course expectations with a parent/guardian.

I have read and understand the goals, expectations, grading policies, as well as classroom policies and procedures. I agree to abide by them throughout the year.

__________________________________________

___________________________________________

Student Name





Parent/Guardian Signature
___________________________________

____________________________________

Student Signature




Parent/Guardian Email Address








(for important updates about the class)
